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The Koran. There is little doubt that the Koran is on
the whole a faithful record of the statements of the Prophet,
modern scholars being agreed on this point.

The Sunnah. Unfortunately we cannot say the same
thing concerning the sunnah, not only because it is a mat-
ter of historical record that falsification and invention of
hadlths were extensively practised, but also because, as we
have seen, the rules concerning the transmission of the
sunnah are by no means a sufficient guarantee of its truth.
Moreover, we know that one did not need to resort to falsi-
fication to support his claims when there could be found
a justification for them in the sunnah of the Companions,
since the sunnah of the latter was almost as binding as
that of the Prophet.1 It would not therefore be too rash to
assume that certain new elements have found their way into
fiqh in the garb of sunnah. In this respect the sunnah of
the Companions acquires especial importance when we re-
call that the spread of Islam throughout Syria, Mesopo-
tamia, Iraq and Egypt was completed in a very short time
even before many of the Companions had died, for it means
that most of the new situations which Islam faced in its ex-
pansion, received their solution at the hands of the Com-
panions themselves. Of course this solution, as we shall
see later in Part III., was almost always in the way of
sanctioning the existing practices and institutions. In other
words, by the time the sunnah reached its final and settled
form in the famous collections of al-Bukhari, Muslim, and
others, many a foreign institution and idea had already
found its way into Mohammedan law, either through sanc-
tion by the Companions or even through falsification of
the sunnah.

The process of absorption from outside and adaptation

1 Cf. supra, Classification of the Shari'ah Values.